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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the telephonic interview of August 11, 2006 with the Agent for the 
Applicants, Melissa Acosta and the Examiner, Applicants supply the below interview 
summary. 

All claims were discussed in view of the pending prior art. No agreement was 
reached. Applicants discussed in general that the Sheppard and Mian do not teach or suggest 
all the claim limitations. Also, Applicants discussed that the Cathy et al. reference does not 
teach or suggest the claimed hydrophobic valve. Cathey discloses two aspects of fluid flow 
control through the Cathey device, rate control where flow is enhanced or slowed by means 
of the degree of hydrophilicity/hydrophobicity and valving by capillary valves where fluid 
flow is stopped. Col. 5, In. 46-60. 

Applicants believe that this summary satisfies Applicants requirements under 37 CFR 
1.133. An action on the merits of all the claims and a Notice of Allowance thereof are 
respectfully requested. 
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